


“This body of work centres on the deep and fragile relationship South Africans have always had with water. The work 

depicts the literal rural scenes and landscapes of Venda, where my parents born and where I spent a lot of time in my youth. 

Apart form the literal depictions, the work also brings to life the emotions at play when a struggle for water is a central part 

of daily life.   

I was born in Tzaneen, but I spent school holidays in Venda when I was young. Most mornings we would wake up early to 

go and collect water. This was an activity that brought me a lot of joy – it was a game I loved. The journey to the water took 

us through the forest and the richness and beauty of the landscape was exciting to me as a young boy. 

I was, of course, too young to be able to think about the people who lived there permanently. I had no way of knowing 

what a struggle fetching water was for them. For me, the young child, fetching water was such a common part of the life I 

knew then I couldn’t see anything unusual about it. 

Now, living as an adult in Johannesburg, water is a big issue. People across the country cry about water shortages, and we 

know there are more shortages coming. This makes me think more and more of the people back in Limpopo. Their struggle 

with water today is the same as it has always been, since before I was born. In these areas, people have been crying about 

water, and facing the struggle of water, all their lives.

The windmills in this body of work depict the movement of people in the Venda and Limpopo areas when they go to 

collect water. The work shows the physical effort and struggle of the distances involved, but it also offers a sweet and kind 

mood. This is a reflection of the happy water memories of my youth. 

But the water journeys of my young memories is not reality. In reality, people in these areas really struggle with water. This 

struggle is depicted in all of my work, in one way or another. Some pieces, for example, show old water tanks in the process 

of physically breaking down. These images reflect a reality in rural areas where traditional water transport systems are 

breaking, and have been breaking for years, while little concern or pity is shown by society. 

Yet the loss is real, and it doesn’t only concern the water and the people. For example, community cows used to come to 

so-called gwejo water tanks, which played a part in the hand pumping of water for collection. These tanks are broken and 

vanishing, and so the beautiful, traditional scenes of cows and people together around the water are no more. 

Collectively, the work calls for all South Africans to work harder to protect the water resources we still have. We need to 

protect what we have right now, because we have already lost too much.” 

-JM Tahikuthula, 2018





“I want to do the right things – I want to plant trees I want to make sure that the indigenous 

forests are protected because I know, whatever happens, these are the forests that contain 

bio diversity, these are the forests that help us retain water when it rains and keep our 

rivers flowing, these are the forests that many future generations will need…” 

- Wangari Maathai



Ha - Munzhedzi   
Soft pastel on paper | 49 x 69.2 cm | R 7 600 (Framed)



Mukovhe   
Soft pastel on paper | 66.2 x 66.2 cm | R 8 500 (Framed)



Ha - Rambuda   
Soft pastel on paper | 66.2 x 66.2 cm | R 8 500 (Framed)



Muima Woga I  
Soft pastel on paper | 66.2 x 66.2 cm | R 8 500 (Framed)





Muima Woga II  
Soft pastel on canvas | 60 x 40 cm | R 7 000 



Mashubini II    
Soft pastel on paper | 70.5 x 166 cm | R 18 000  (Framed)



Nngise Hayani (Diptych)  
Soft pastel on paper | 60 x 40 cm (x2) | R 12 000 (Framed)



Ha - MuToTi (Diptych)    
Soft pastel on paper | 40 x 60 cm (x2) | R 12 000 (Framed)



Lwendo Lwa Duvha I    
Soft pastel on paper | 174.8 x 123.5 cm | R 38 000 (Framed)



Lwendo Lwa Duvha II    
Soft pastel on paper | 174.8 x 123.5 cm | R 38 000 (Framed)





Ha-Tshikhuthula  
Soft pastel on paper | 174.8 x 123.5 cm | R 38 000 (Framed)



Mashubini I    
Soft pastel on paper | 145.8 x 225.5 cm | R 48 000 (Framed)



Mutakalo    
Soft pastel on paper | 125.5 x 225 cm | R 44 000 (Framed)



Muri I 
Monotype colour and dry point | 82 x 116.5 cm | R 13 000 (Framed) |  Variable edition of 6



Muri II 
Monotype colour and dry point | 116.5 x 82 cm | R 13 000 (Framed) |  Variable edition of 6





Gwedzho  
Monotype colour and dry point | 82 x 116.5 | R 13 000 (Framed) |   Variable edition of 5



Muri III  
Soft pastel on canvas | 30 x 30 cm | R 3 500





Windmill I 
Soft pastel on canvas | 20 x 20 cm | R 2 200

Windmill II 
Soft pastel on canvas | 20 x 20 cm | R 2 200



Water tank 
Soft pastel on canvas | 20 x 20 cm | R 2 200
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