


Simplified Complexity is a continuation of Phetshane’s exploration of numbers and the structural role they play 

in contemporary society. The artist takes the view that numbers provide a narrative of who we are; our age, 

the amount of money we have or the number of siblings in our family. The way we spend our time is structure 

around numbers. In a sense, numbers become a reflection of one’s identity and place in society. As an example, 

an identification number can be used to unveil one’s age, gender and citizenship. In Simplified Complexity, 

Phetshane engages with the symbolism of numbers and integrates this with the cycle of life, as numbers become 

a measuring tool through which we count the happenings in life.

This exhibition consists of painting works on paper in pastel and acrylic and oil on canvas in a variety of sizes. 

Phetshane masterfully combines abstraction and colour with symbolic elements like trees, butterflies, birdcages 

and road signs. These symbolic elements become clues through which the viewer can explore Phetshane’s work 

and often relates to contemporary themes, such as religion, politics, consumerism and capitalism – which are al, 

is some way or another, informed by numbers.



Checkmate: Dinner is served.  
Oil paint on Belgian linen | 120 x 150 cm | R 45 000



Beyond our stars and milkylane
Oil pastel, jet powder and graphite pencil on paper | 97,5  x 127 cm | R 28 200 (Framed) 



Gravity will humble you I
Oil paint on Belgian Linen | 84 x 124 cm | R 38 000 (Framed in Perspex)



Gravity will humble you II
Oil paint on Belgian Linen | 80 x 120 cm | R 34 500



Roondebult V - XIII  (Roondebult series) 
Oil paint, charcoal and oil pastel on Arches paper | 24 x 32 cm | R 3 200 EACH (Framed)
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Animal Farm I 
Oil paint and gold leaf on Belgian linen | 120 x 150 cm | R 45 000



Animal Farm II (Diptych)
Oil paint on Belgian Linen | 120 x 80 cm (x2) | R 45 000



The Queen and her entourage 
Oil paint and beeswax on Belgian linen | 150 x 120 cm | R 45 000



Roondebult I (Roondebult series) 
Oil paint, charcoal and oil pastel on Arches paper | 126 x 167 cm | R 45 000 (Framed)



Roondebult II (Roondebult series) 
Oil paint, charcoal and oil pastel on Arches paper | 126 x 167 cm | R 45 000 (Framed)





Roondebult III (Roondebult series)
Oil pastel, oil paint and graphite pencil on paper | 97 x 127 cm | R 28 200 (Framed)



Roondebult IV (Roondebult series)
Oil pastel, oil paint and graphite pencil on paper  | 97 x 127 cm | R 28 200 (Framed)



Between Centuries  
Oil paint and charcoal on Belgian Linen | 120 x 80 cm | R 34 500



Countdown  
Oil pastel, oil paint and graphite pencil on paper | 127 x 97 cm | R 28 200 (Framed)

Moon Walk  
Oil pastel, oil paint and graphite pencil on paper | 127 x 97 cm | R 28 200 (Framed)





Asisanazi, Faceless Cadres  
Oil pastel, oil paint and graphite pencil on paper | 127 x 97 cm | R28 200 (Framed)



Untitled I  
Oil paint on Belgian Linen | 120 x 80 cm  | R 34 500

Untitled II  
Oil paint on Belgian Linen | 120 x 80 cm  | R 34 500





Roondebult XIV - XXII (Roondebult series) 
Oil paint, charcoal and oil pastel on Arches paper | 24 x 32 cm | R 3 200 EACH (Framed)
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Life Cycle I  
Oil paint on Belgian linen | 175 x 184 cm | R 65 000 (Framed)





Life Cycle II (Diptych)
Oil pastel, oil paint and graphite pencil on paper  | 175 x 155 cm (x2) | R 98 000 (Framed)



New Beginning 
Oil paint on Belgian linen | 250 x 350 cm | R 196 000





Roondebult XXIII - XXVIII  (Roondebult series) 
Oil paint, charcoal and oil pastel on Arches paper | 24 x 32 cm | R 3 200 EACH (Framed)

XXIII XXIV XXV

XXVI XXVII XXVIII



Zolile Phetshane (1973) obtained an Advanced Diploma in fine arts at the University of Witwatersrand (2006) and later joined the Artist 

Proof Studios in Johannesburg. Throughout his career, Phetshane has explored contemporary topics, such as religion, politics, consumerism 

and capitalism. He explores the intricates of these themes through a combination of abstract colour fields and figurative elements and 

symbols. He works in a variety of mediums ranging from printmaking, works on paper in pastel and acrylic and oil on canvas.

 

Lizamore & Associates has been working with the artist since 2008 and has developed a close partnership with the artist over the past 

decade. Phetshane has participated in many fairs with the gallery, including the FNB Joburg Art Fair, the Investec Cape Town Art Fair and 

the RMB Turbine Art Fair. Lizamore & Associates has also hosted numerous group and two-person exhibitions that includes Phetshane’s 

work. Phetshane’s work has been shown at the North West University Gallery (2014) and with Clifton Boulder in Europe. The artist has 

shown many successful solo exhibitions with the gallery, including 1 is the magic number (2016)  and his most recent body of work 

Simplified Complexity (2018). His work is sought after by many collectors and is housed in prominent private and public collections.

- Teresa  Lizamore



Lizamore & Assoc. Gallery | @lizamoregallery
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011 880 8802  

info@lizamore.co.za

155 Jan Smuts Avenue, Parkwood, 2193


