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FREE (STATE)

In this, his first Solo exhibition at the Lizamore and Associates Gallery, Nhlapo plays with the Politics of the ‘Self’- An exploration of his personal Histo-
ry in an African and Global context. The Artist draws inspiration from 17th  Century Dutch Landscape paintings, Portraits and photographs from his 

family photo albums and the immediate surroundings of his hometown Frankfurt in the Free State. 

The imagery deals with concepts of Nostalgia, Community, Survival and Decolonization. Portrait, Interior, exterior and Landscape juxtapose to un-
derline the fugitive nature of Time. The skilled and compassionate portrayal of the people and places he draw and paints, in diffused and subtle color 
harmonies, create a mood of Introspection, but also confronts the viewer with serious issues around Land expropriation and the Trauma and Transfor-

mation of a community in Post-Apartheid South Africa.  
 

Through many personal and day to day conflicts growing up in rural Free State and later moving to Gauteng and City Life, Nhlapo endeavors to create 
a personal narrative with this body of work, a symbolic  longing to re-connect to the Land of his Ancestors; His reference to the Dutch Baroque Interior 
paintings for instance reflect firsthand experience of both his late grandmother and mother being Domestic workers and the hardship he experienced 
with their absence in his formative years during Apartheid . Whilst it might seem to be a strange choice to be working in European Classical style, the 

artist deliberately do so and attempt to decolonize one’s mindset through his practice.

Castrate (page 1)
Charcoal on paper | 59 cm x 42 cm | 52,5 cm x 69,2 cm (framed) 
R 35 000 | R35 500 (framed)



In your way
Charcoal on paper | 150 cm x 120 cm | 159,5 cm x 120 cm (framed)
R35 000 | R38 500 (framed)



Dotard
Charcoal on paper | 59 cm x 42 cm | 52,5 cm x 69, 2 cm (framed)
R9400 | R9900 (framed)





Stampede
Charcoal on canvas | 100 cm x 70 cm | 107 cm x 81,5 cm (framed)
R20 510 | R22 510 (framed)



Paseka 
Charcoal on paper | 100 cm x 70 cm, 107 cm x 81,5 cm (framed) 
R20 510 | R22 510 (framed)

Mbhudi
Charcoal on canvas | 100 cm x 70 cm | 107 cm x 81,5 cm (framed) 
R20 510 | R22 510 (framed)



Burden
Charcoal on paper | 59 cm x 42 cm | 52,5 cm x 69,2 cm (framed) 
R9400 | R9900 (framed)



Decapitate
Charcoal on paper | 59 cm x 42 cm | 52,5 cm x 69,2 cm (framed) 
R9400 | R9900 (framed)



ID
Oil on canvas | 60 cm x 45 cm 
R13 420 



Mahlalela 
Oil on canvas | 90 cm x 90 cm 
R35 000



The soul of the Land is it’s many mother’s 
Oil on canvas | 145 cm x 130 cm 
R52 000





The Gaze
Oil on linen | 30 cm x 30 cm 
R11 500

Betrothed
Oil on linen | 30 cm x 30 cm 
R11 500



Tse sa kopaneng ke di thaba
Oil on canvas | 40,5 cm x 40 cm 
R11 500

Original Blood tie to the land
Oil on canvas | 40,5 cm x 40,5 cm 
R11 500





Way home 
Oil on board, found object | 82 cm x 37,5 cm 
R11 500



Namahadi
Oil on linen | 30 cm x 30 cm 
R11 500 
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