


Every year Lizamore presents a dynamic exhibition by showcasing the work of a wide range 
talented, new and emerging visual artists. This year the gallery selected two emerging artists 
namely Thonton Kabeya and Karlien de Villiers. Although these artists have exhibited both in 
Europe and South Africa, New Voices III offers them the opportunity to be introduced to the 

Johannesburg market.

Lizamore and Associates presents two dynamic artists whose creativity speak to 
the Johannesburg audience for the first time



Karlien de Villiers’ latest body of work explores the values and moral ambiguities of South African 
suburbia, and treats the human and its relationships as a site of aftermath. She explores human 
existence as a site of connection and loneliness. The tragedy of such an existence, she suggests, 
is our own inability to find comfort in the moment and in the people we share our lives with. 
Despite the seeming simplicity of the subject matter and the straightforward titles these works 
suggest the human and his or her social existence to be anything but effortless. While a pervading 
sense of melancholy set the scene for these disastrous scenarios, de Villiers’s work is saturated 
with humour, suggesting an emotional landscape that is never as clear or stable as we imagine 

it to be in real life.

There is something slightly grotesque, yet comical, about these subjects with their enlarged, 
fleshy faces, stripped of anything but the obvious, pared-down human characteristics.  These subjects 
are simultaneously tropes of gender, sexuality and power, as well as idiosyncratic, somewhat vulnerable 
and tragic creatures. If these little human monsters have anything to suggest, it is that love and 

hate lie on different sides of the same blade.

Born in 1975 in Cape Town, Karlien de Villiers studied Graphic Design and Illustration at Stellenbosch 
University. Having published short stories in Bittercomix, De Villiers has written a graphic novel;  
Meine Mutter war eine schöne Frau and is currently working on her second graphic novel. She 
regularly exhibits both locally and internationally in group exhibitions. Her work is widely sought 
after and has been collected by private, corporate and museum collectors from all over the world. 



Karlien de Villiers         

Byt

2014, Gesso, ink & water colour on paper

26.3 x 36.1 cm, 

R4 800.00 (incl VAT)      



Karlien de Villiers         

Big Mouth

2014, Gesso, ink & water colour on paper

26.3 x 36.1 cm, 

R4 800.00 (incl VAT)      



Karlien de Villiers         

Dansie

2014, Ink & water colour on paper

29 x 38.5 cm

R4 800.00 (incl VAT)      



Karlien de Villiers         

Fuck Buddy

2014, Ink & water colour on paper

28.7 x 38.5 cm, 

R4 800.00 (incl VAT)      



Karlien de Villiers         

Jelly G-spot

2013, Watercolour and ink on paper

46.2 x 38.5 cm, 

R5 200.00 (incl VAT)      



Karlien de Villiers         

Babe In the Woods

2013, Oil on canvas

90 x 100 cm, 

R23 000.00 (incl VAT)      



Karlien de Villiers         

Die Besoek

2013, Watercolour on paper

51 x 36 cm, 

R5 800.00 (incl VAT)      



Karlien de Villiers         

Bekend is Bemind

2014, Mixed media on paper

41 x 31 cm, 

R4 900.00 (incl VAT)      



Karlien de Villiers         

Double Entendre

2014, Mixed media on paper

41 x 31 cm, 

R4 900.00 (incl VAT)      



Karlien de Villiers         

Hy en Sy

2013, Oil on canvas

122 x 85 cm, 

R25 000.00 (incl VAT)      



Karlien de Villiers         

The Confession

2009, Monotype (oil on paper)

98 x 65 cm, Edition 1 of 1

R9 000.00 (incl VAT)      



Karlien de Villiers         

Hygroman

2013, Watercolour on paper

56.2 x 40 cm, 

R5 800.00 (incl VAT)      



Karlien de Villiers         

Ouderling

2013, Oil on canvas

76 x 61 cm, 

R15 000.00 (incl VAT)      



Karlien de Villiers         

Suurklontjie

2014, Ink, collage & water colour on paper

28.2 x 38.5 cm

 

R4 800.00 (incl VAT)      



Thonton Kabeya’s latest series of portraits are inspired by his own childhood memories, from the 
Congo, Rwanda and Central African Republic, where  regular tribal conflict  and wars. Beacause of 
these social-political conflicts there are a number of homeless children in theses areas. “My work 
revolves around the fragility of the humankind and children in particular. My concept is summed up 
in the following transformation: from fragility to power or from power to fragility, metamorphosis of 

creation” explains Kabeya. 

The exploration of portraits of children began during the rain season in Congo. Working in 
watercolours, the artist allows streams of water to freely flow over his portraits, resulting in the 
distortion and deconstruction of his models. “The portraits are exposed… some of them are empty 
of their colors or a face half destroyed by of the rain or water and the paintings become white again, 
only keeping the traces of pencils, much like the traces of the bullets after the passage of an army… 

just a souvenir…”  

Kabeya draws a parrallel between these children and consumer products, for example shoes that 
are made, most likeley through child labour, in China. Through this parrallel the artists implies, as 

he bodly writes in some of his pieces, that life is made in China and becomes consumable.

Thonton Kabeya was born in 1983, in the Democratic Republic of Congo. Currently he lives and 
works between the Democratic Republic of Congo. and South Africa. Since 2007, Kabeya has 
participated in numerous exhibitions in Africa and Europe. After his residency at Bag Factory, 

Johannesburg, Kabeya decided to stay in South Africa to pursue his career as a visual artist.





Thonton Kabeya         

Mirrors

2014, Brou de noix, chalk and collage on canvas

306 x 200 cm, 

R120 000.00 (incl VAT)      



Thonton Kabeya         

Reflect of memories

2014, Brou de noix, chalk and collage on canvas

322 x 200 cm, 

R150 000.00 (incl VAT)      



Thonton Kabeya         

Portrait I

2014, Oil pastel, chalk and Brou de noix 

on paper

79 x 66 cm, 

R10 000.00 (incl VAT)      

    

Thonton Kabeya         

Portrait II

2014, Oil pastel, chalk and Brou de noix 

on paper

59 x 53 cm, 

R8 000.00 (incl VAT)      

 

Thonton Kabeya         

Portrait III

2014, Oil pastel, chalk and Brou de noix 

on paper

59 x 53 cm, 

R8 000.00 (incl VAT)      

 



Thonton Kabeya         

Portrait IV

2014, Oil pastel, chalk and Brou de noix 

on paper

59 x 53 cm, 

R8 000.00 (incl VAT)      

 

Thonton Kabeya         

Portrait V

2014, Oil pastel, chalk and Brou de noix 

on paper

59 x 53 cm, 

R8 000.00 (incl VAT)      

 

Thonton Kabeya         

Portrait VI

2014, Oil pastel, chalk and Brou de noix 

on paper

59 x 53 cm, 

R8 000.00 (incl VAT)      

 



Thonton Kabeya         

Peekaboo I

2014, Brou de noix and water on canvas

74 x 64 cm, 

R9 500.00 (incl VAT)      

    

Thonton Kabeya         

Peekaboo Ii

2014, Brou de noix and water on canvas

74 x 64 cm, 

R9 500.00 (incl VAT)      

    

Thonton Kabeya         

Peekaboo III

2014, Brou de noix and water on canvas

74 x 64 cm, 

R9 500.00 (incl VAT)      

    



Thonton Kabeya         

Shadows I

2014, Brou de noix on canvas

53 x 54 cm, 

R8 000.00 (incl VAT)      



Thonton Kabeya         

Shadows II

2014, Brou de noix and water on canvas

90 x 72 cm, 

R11 000.00 (incl VAT)      



Thonton Kabeya         

Smile

2014, Brou de noix on canvas

75 x 62 cm, 

R9 500.00 (incl VAT)      



Thonton Kabeya         

Infinite bubbles I

2014, Brou de noix and water on canvas

120 x 113 cm, 

R19 000.00 (incl VAT)      



Thonton Kabeya         

Infinite bubbles II

2014, Brou de noix and water on canvas

120 x 113 cm, 

R18 000.00 (incl VAT)      



Thonton Kabeya         

Photo Souvenir

2014, Brou de noix on canvas

140 x 132 cm, 

R26 000.00 (incl VAT)      

 



Thonton Kabeya         

Vernissage

2014, Brou de noix on canvas

141 x 132 cm, 

R26 000.00 (incl VAT)      

 



Thonton Kabeya         

Raining season VII

2014, Brou de noix and water 

on canvas

R20 000.00 (incl VAT)      

 

 



Thonton Kabeya         

Raining season VIII

2014, Brou de noix and water 

on canvas

R20 000.00 (incl VAT)      

 

 



Thonton Kabeya         

Raining season X

2014, Brou de noix on canvas

121 x 100 cm, 

R18 500.00 (incl VAT)      

   

 

 



Thonton Kabeya         

Raining season IX

2014, Brou de noix and water on canvas

86 x 60 cm, 

R10 000.00 (incl VAT)      



Thonton Kabeya         

Just draw faces, nothing else

2014, Brou de noix, chalk and collage on 

canvas

138 x 130 cm, 

R26 000.00 (incl VAT)      

  

 

 



Thonton Kabeya         

Life, made in China

2014, Mixed media on canvas

166 x 93 cm, 

R65 000.00 (incl VAT)      
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